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Broadband project moves to construction phasc

By ED GEBERT
Timas Bullatin Naws Writar

An affort to bring broadband
Internet service to the area
officially kicked off on Thursday
vl o Cerermony el Wayne Thace
High Srhanl. Com Nat, Ine has
Lregun buryhng Ml vplic calde
wihir b sill cnnnect srhinals,
businesses and others in ruml
areas via high-speed network to
the worldwide web.

*Today's celebraticon marks the
beginning of constnuction on 00
rmiles of fiber optic plant that will
connect with existing 1aolities of
Cam Met and itz partners to create
N2 DackDone of @ new, nigney-
survivabla Broadband
Infrastrucoure that will Serve as an
anablar for aconamic devalapment
ENroasgnout the region,” staten
Cam Nak CEO Tim Baraleman.

Craws Thursday aftermnnn wars
already ol wurk near the
intereactan of 1S 127 and Sk
Bd. 114, burping the fiber The
GigE Plus project itself carmias a
4] billian price tag, but $30
rmallican of the COST Was picked up
by the federal gowernmant

Worwtsi Tidli Lol Schedads Supdrintindent Stewe Arseodd
throwsgh the American Raoovery apanke dwrlag the calabration of the Bagianing of confrudtian

and Rednwvestment Act last year of Cam Hat, In<.'s brcadbacd preject: Tha project will span ug
Com Met, In partnership with MOFE SFEdE I ThE [EgeDn T Begh Seiad IVTRIMED Servile.
OARNct, Zayo Bandwidth and 33 T Baatisn T Wity

IAET miile S2rvica providers cama
togather ko apply for tha stimulus dollars that ara making tha project poesibla.

Baraleman strassad tha valua of broadband in economic davalopmant. *Thara & a megasita industrial
site im Wan Werl,"” he sharel. “We'll e yairy rght in frent of the industoal site, sellig acoess poinls o
wra will hava mada that industrial sita in Van Wart fiber-raady. And wa plan on dodng that ak othar
indusdnial sikes as we go Unvughuout Ue stole becouse hal & one of Uee first tiimgs bussiesses ask
RwWadavs: ‘Do wou have rRilF Do iU have road ransbormacon? Do vou have TIDEr conneomminy or




high-speed fiber® What we're doing ks allowing the commanities to say es we do.' That will draw
DEEINEsSes INDD [Ne ared, O present the opdormunity [0 locate in this anea.”

The DRleDraton was nosied Oy Wayne TraCe sinfe that sCnood IS the FArst inSTmuton mart will b2 conneded
by thic projact. Maw Wayna Traca Superintandant Stewva Amold sald this will ba a walcoma addition
brevause Ure sclwol bas often lest service due to Uie weallee “In addition o ool having downlime, flser
will allve fior facter epeade and greater handwidth -- ban naceccties nasdad tn provids the hest st
Cantury education possible,® Armald stated.

The Gigl Plus projact is designed to provide connectivity for commiundty anchor institutions like schoals,
and odfices of state and kocal government. public safety. and comimenity suppart onpanizabtions and public
libraries. This will in turn spen the netwerk te others connection throwgh local Internet serdoe providers
in Van Wert, Paulding and surrounding counties,

MOACSE ExeCunye Dwacror Kay Bunden Was Darkiulany excited Aot the oppormunicy for iocal schosDis.
*Thiz lawvals tha playing fiald for cchoal districts to provida such a great opportuniby, ko add that Intarnat
S00ESS." e sEted.

Aoy with lecal partoers. in the project, a represenlative fiom e office of Sene Shenod Brown was
precant an Thursday fa congratulate the greap an reaching the constnsctinn phace. "High spaad
broadband socess is witical M scmmimic devsomnent and job growth,” wrole Bioswn. “Tisanks to
ernnnmic devalapment funds, thic hraadhand arcece platfarm will halp bring johs and hasinecs
Iinvestment to western Ohlo.®

In all, the Gigl Plus project will conmect persons in 50 cownties in western Ohio with brosdband service.



