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Work starts on Internet upgrades
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Loran Gamson LOGAM == The long-anticipated project to ensure 3
zouthem and central Ohioans will have better

FLED UNDER access to broadband cable officially bagan Monday

Mews FRorning.
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Hhamcd Becion Horizon, a Chillicothe company, began installing

cable lines in Logan to mark the start of the =
"Connecting Appalachia® project, which will provide
high-capacity fiber-optic broadband services with

speeds up to 10 Gigabits per second to 34

Appalachian Ohio counties including Fairfield.
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The project was made possible through a 3564 million Broadband
Technologies Opportunity Program grant funded with stimulus
money. Horizon provided 30 percent of the project costs, bringing
the total projact cost to 5949 million.

Az Horizon crews began connecting cables on overhead telephona
lines Monday moming, Horizon amployees, business leaders and
mambers of government came out to support the start of the
historic project with a ceremony in Logan at the Family Health Care
Canter.

"If we want 1o promote aconomic development throughout Chio, we
nead to ensure that businesses and houssholds have broadband
access,” said Sen. Sherred Brown, D-0Ohio, who sent a letter to be
read at the ceramaony. "Ohio's rural communities have been
ovarooked for too long, but today's groundbreaking is great news
for southeastermn Ohio.”

A representative from Rep. Bob Gibbs' office also read a statement
from the congressman, a Lakeville Republican who represants



Ohio's 18th District. Although Gibbs criticized the project's use of
stimulus funds during his campaign last year, he stood behind it in
his remarks on Monday, saying in a statement "for too long, the
geographic conditions of Appalachia made it too easy to forget.”

The project started on Monday is part of a statewide public-private
partnership callad the Middle Mile Consortium. The goal is to
connect health care facilities, education institutions, industrial parks
and county public safety answering peints to higher-speed Intarnet.

Connecting Appalachia will connact 212 health care facilities, 25
community collagas, 15 universities, 231 K-12 schools, 34 county
public zafety answering points, 32 Multi-Agency Radio
Communications System towers and 34 industrial parks. Boss,
Vinton, Fayette, Jackson, Sciote and Pike counties are amang the
34 counties 1o get a high-speed cable infrastructure boost from the
project.

Local providers of high-speed cable can then use the expanded
infrastructura to run lines to ather homes and businesses in the

area not served by high-zpeed cable.

Bill Rhinehart, the executive director of the Logan-Hoecking
Chamber of Commerce and a Ross County native, said ha was
pleased to see the project get under way in Logan. He zaid ha
balieves strangly in the strength of Horizon, which is locally owned
by the MckKell famiky.

"Wa've baan waiting on thiz for several years," said Rhinahart. "l
know this project is in good hands, because | know the Mckell
family, and | know thay will do a goed job."

Horizon CED Bill Mckell called the project a “great beginning” and
zaid their broadband lines will be open to other carriers to extend
additional lines to reach rural homes and busineszes closa o the
lines Horizon is installing.

"There are a number of cariers we'll work with 1o make sure we
axtend broadband cable to that final mile," Mckaell said.

Horizon Public Relations Manager Randy Davies said the goal is to
have the backbone of the infrastructure complete by the end of the
vear, and have all the sites connacted by July of 2013,

Davies said the project got a boost from Gibbs' predecessor Zack
Space, a Damacrat, who champicned bringing broadband to rural
communities as part of his economic development and job creation
strateqgy. Space supported the efferts of the Southern Ohio Health
Care Metwork to improve health care by connacting southarn Ohio
health care facilities to broadband cable.



In 2009, Horizon connected hospital systems in southarn Ohio
through the Southem Ohio Health Care Network and has
infrastructure in place connecting hospitals in 13 of the 34 counties
in Connecting Appalachia.

"That project was the first, and when stimulus funds became
available to expand that into what we're daing hera (with
Connecting Appalachia), we applied for it. and we were fortunate
anough to recaive it" Davies said. "We're really proud. It's a graat
day for southerm Ohic.”



