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Work starts on Horizon Internet upgrades

My 24, 2011 Commenis

™ LOGAN - The [
leng-anticipated project to

ansura southarm and central Ki
Ohioans will have bettar
access 1o broadband cable

officially bagan Monday

marning. =i

Horizan, a Chillicothe ARAR

campany, began installing Sobseribe
tan raar dally hrasline

cable lines in Logan 1o mark

the start of the "Connecting Appalachia®
praject, which will provide high-capacity
fibar-optic breadband services with speeds
up to 10 gigabits per second o 34
Appalachian Ohio counties.

Purchass lmage | IJ

The project was made possible through a
lorizon CED Bill McKel speaks Monday moming aboul P
the mparlance of broadband cable in Appalachia during $EE'4 r'I"II||Iﬂ-|'I Brﬂadhand T'E'Chnﬂlﬂg'es
a project kickalf event in Logan. / Loren Gensan'Gazetie  Opportunity Program grant funded with
stimulus money. Horizon provided 30 percant
ﬂ Finmen by af the project costs, bringing the total project cost to $34.9 millicn.

Loren
Gerson

Az Horizon crews began connecting cables on overhead telephone
FILED UNDER lines Monday maoming, Horizon employeas, business leaders and
members of govarnmeant camea out 1o support the start of the

Mews

Lacal Nevs historic project with a ceremany in Lagan at the Family Health Care
Huorizen Coentar.

Aoss County

"If we want to promote economic development throughout Ohio, we
naad to ensure that businesses and housaholds have broadband
access” said Sen. Sherod Brown, D-0Ohio, who sent a letter 1o ba
read at the ceramaony. "Ohic's rural communities have bean
averlooked for too long, but today's groundbreaking is great news
for southeastermn Ohic.”



A representative from Rep. Bob Gibbs' office also read a statement
from the congressman, a Lakeville Republican who represants
Ohio's 18th District. Although Gibbs criticized the project's use of
stimulus funds during his campaign last year, he stood behind it in
his remarks on Monday, =aying in a statement "for too long, the
gaographic conditions of Appalachia made it too easy to forget.”

The project started on Monday is part of a statewide public-private
partnership called the Middle Mile Consortium. The goal is to
connect health care facilities, education institutions, industnal parks
and county public safaty answering points to higher-spaad Internet.

Connecting Appalachia will connect 212 health care faciliies, 25
community collages, 15 universities, 231 K-12 schools, 34 county
public safety answering points, 32 Multi-Agency Hadia
Communications Systam towers and 34 industrial parks. Ross,
Vinton, Fayetta, Jackson, Scioto and Pike counties are amaong the
34 counties 1o gt a high-speed cable infrastructure boost from the
project.

Local providers of high-zpeed cable can then use the expanded
infrastructure to run lines to other homes and businesses in the
area not served by high-speed cable.

Bill Rhinehart, the executive director of the Logan-Hocking
Chamber of Commerce and a Rosz County native, said ha was
pleazed to see the project get under way in Logan. He zaid he
balisvas strongly in the strength of Horizon, which is locally owned
by tha McKell famiky.

"We've baan waiting on thiz for several years," said Rhinehart. "I
know this project is in good hands, because | know the MocKall
family. and | know they will do a cood ob."

In 2003, Horizon connecied hospital systems in southarn Ohio
through the Southem Chio Health Care Network and has
infrastructurg in place connacting hospitals in 13 of the 34 counties
in Connecting Appalachia.

"That project was the first, and when stimulus funds became
available to expand that into what we'ra doing hera {with
Connecting Appalachia), we applied for it, and we ware fortunate
anough fo receive it," Davies said. "We're really proud. It's a great
day for southem Ohnio.”



