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‘Smashing success’
More than 28,400 attendees and 900
‘exhibitors made HIMSS08 a record-
‘breaking event. pace 23

Neonatologists collaborate in
real-time with pediatricians
across the state.

EWS BY RICHARD PIZ21, Associe Editor
No. 1 e-prescribing An innovative telemedicine project
Guess which state i No. 1 ine- nd its reach, using high
nd year n 2 definition technology to conneet
Sz, "o medical fciities in the
‘Quite bright’ Josei anaaty_State with one of the nationslead-
project-Page 11 childrer
The head o th panel developing e on of Neonatology

standards for healthcare T is

at Nationwide Children's Hospital in Columbus is
positively enthusiasti. Pace 4

the largest i the Urited States, reting more th

COMMENTARY 2,100 babies per year. But until
Bill Frist on IT recently \nlm:{« f)n\}«\:lcl the
The heart surgeon and former Senate Feater Columbus area did not
Mejrity Leader considers how T is ave casy access o the skills
likely to change healthcare. pace o ﬂ = t Nationwide
HOSPITALS & IDNs —

Google connection when ionwide Children’s

partnered with the Columbus-
based Ohio Supercomputer
ho

Cleveland Clinc teams up
Google on model fo personal health

recrd. pace 1 Center o link the
PHYSICIAN PRACTICES
& AMBULATORY CARE s ..;1 at Adema et System
o Ohio. All parties involved view the r o~
m!se" g""kP’w A as a success, and want to expand it e e
iseady 0 pOkIYSian pACHCES e project was funded with federal dollars, and
foits PAPdemo, Offils vere

Maine n malke he nitch pace 17 TELEHEALTH scc page 12 the newborn an unnecessary transfer to the hospital in pie

12 Healthcare IT News = March 2008 HOSPITALS & IDNs

Jobn Radlrd, WD, 2
Physcanat Alena
Regonal Medicl
Cnter n i,
engaes withone
of te newtorn
s whowilbe
examined renolly
by neonatologits al
ationwide Chiden's
Hospia n Columbus,
Oio.The eehealty (9
iitatie s funded |
i

foderalmoney, |1

TELEHEALTH

Continued from page 1
focused ini
said Stev y
of nconatology at Nationwide
Childrent
“But the fe
versally pos
three more hospitals
going to conneet with, according
to greatest need he added: “Wea
eventually e the entire
southeastern part of Ohio and into
West Virgini

Iback has been uni-
ive, so we have picked

elp your nursing staff deliver the best care possible with
1line resources from Mosby-Elsevier.

|IOSBY’'S

g n how
hospitals are using our online nursing
products in their quest for Magnet
designation!

IURSINGCONSULT

A comprehensive and trusted online resource
www.NursingConsult.com

MOSBY'S

NURSING

An online skills and procedures reference system

www.NursingSkills.com

MOSBY'S

EZP NURSINGIndex

A new robust nursing and allied health journal abstacts and indexing database
www.MosbysNursinglndex.com

www HealthcareI TNews.com

The telemedicine project cur-
rently enables neonatologists at
Nationwide Children’s to collabo-
rate in real-time with pediatricians
at Adena Health.

The videoconfer-

encing technology

makes it possible

for the neonatolo-

s to assess and

L diagnose infants,

StevenWelt M0 review CT seans
and X-rays, and consult with
Adena pediatricians on treatment

Almost as important, the tele-
medicine program saves time
and money, said John Fortney,
MD, medical director at Adena
Health.

Prior to the introduction of
videoconferencing technology,
pediatricians at Adena consulted
with the Columbus-based neona-
tologists via telephone. Unable
to sec the patients and offer a
thorough assessment, the neo-
natologists “played it safe” and
had many infants transported to
Nationwide Children’s. Many of
these transfers were later found
to be unnecessar
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The HD technology used in
the program relies on a dedicated
1,600-mile high-speed, fiber-optie
network maintained by the Ohio
Supercomputer Center. The net-
work serves as the "backbone” for
almost 100 educational institu-
tions in Ohio, and OSC claims that
it s the most advanced network of
its kind in the United States.
“The major expenses involved
in this project were the videocon-
ferencing equipment, the high-
bandwidth connections, and the
expertise needed to configure the
networks;” said Stan Ahalt, OSCs
exceutive director. “But you'e free-
ing up time not transporting sick
children to another hospital, and
're also building up a network
of people as well as a network of
technology. When doctors use this
link effectively, they build profes-
sional n.la«lmnshlpa
Ahal the impediments to
h\u]dmg - &elemedlclne pro-
grams across the United States are
not prcdommanﬂy technological.
have a clearly
dgl‘mul objective, and then get
the key technology in the hands
of passionate people;” Ahalt said.
“Broadband networks can have
lots of profound effects in different
areas of our society than we can see
right now”




